Hello,

Here are a few tips for English Language Learners during those first few days of school.  If this could be forwarded to any staff members who work with ELLs, I would greatly appreciate it. 

As mentioned in my previous letter/email, if you make arrangements with my, I will come to schools to conduct a language assessment and design a program of study for a student with language needs.  Likely, assessments will begin in the second week of school.  Until then, here are a few tips for those first few days:

· Assign a “buddy” to the ELL student.  If you can find someone who speaks their native language, that would be ideal, however, any patient and kind student will do!  Explain to the buddy that you would like them to make sure the new student is ok and understands important school and classroom instructions.  It would be great if the buddy could introduce them to other students and eat lunch with them.  The buddy should sit next to the ELL student in class and make sure that they are on task with what the teacher is saying. 

· The teacher or EA should double check any important instructions with the ELL student one-on-one either after class or after the instructions have been given.  If you could write out instructions or create visuals that would be helpful (i.e. draw a picture of a clock to indicate home time rather than just tell the time).  Remember, ELL students might not be able to take notes (if literacy is also an issue) or might be very slow copying off the board.  They might take any written notes home to an interpreter as well.

· Remember that often our refugee students have no context for school.  Many of them have never been in a formal school and procedures etc. that are obvious to us, might be new to them (such as the bell ringing to indicate a class change).  Keep an eye on as much as you can to make sure they understand.

· I have posted several websites on the SRSD homepage (click on ‘curriculum’; the websites are under ELL).   These websites have printable worksheets as well as interactive activities for students.  You may want to print off a bunch of sheets, put them in a workbook and allow the student to work on them with an EA or while the other students are doing a more difficult activity.  They could also use the computer (should you have one in your room) with an EA, alone or with their buddy (good confidence boosting for the buddy!  They can be a bit of a teacher!).

· Have other students read to younger ELL students.  They could also ‘teach’ them some basics in English, such as drawing pictures of classroom items and labeling them.  
· Remember that you can modify any assignments for ELL students.  Have them draw a picture rather than make a sentence or write in point notes instead of make a paragraph.  
· Some students are sponsored by the YWCA, Newcomers to Canada.  They can often arrange for translators or liaise with the students parents.  (phone:  763 – 0737;  ask for Tara or Ashely.  Email:  ywca.ncls@sasktel.net)

· Check your library for a picture dictionary and keep in your room or let the student borrow it.  

· Contact me with any initial questions and to set up an assessment:

· Julie Raymond

EAL Program Coordinator

Carlton Comprehensive High School

(306) 922 3115 ext. 257

JRaymond@srsd119.ca
